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took a subordinate place in the Panhellenic programme.
But with the liberation of the nearer province in 1880
that of the remoter had assumed a growing prominence.
Greece, however, was not the only claimant in that field.

Bulgaria also had arisen mutilated and with a mission-
ary programme as militant as the Greek. By the abortive
Treaty of San Stefano practically the whole of Macedonia
had been assigned to the Bulgars, and ever since the
Treaty of Berlin the aim of their foreign policy was to
conquer the territory of which the latter diplomatic
arrangement had deprived them. This object the Sofia
Government pursued by a semi-ecclesiastical, semi-
educational propaganda already in existence before
1878 , but it was after the annexation of Eastern Rumelia
in 1885 that it devoted itself to the work with special
vigour.

Besides the Greeks and the Bulgars, there were the
Serbs, claiming a share of the Macedonian spoils. The
upshot was a triangular feud marked by all the bitterness
and unscrupulousness which characterize national feuds.1
Each mission strove to prepare the ground by what
they called " moral action " until the pear became
ripe ; and each endeavoured to turn the Sultan's varying
attitudes towards the others to its own advantage :
thereby playing into the Sultan's hand, and indefinitely
postponing the liberation of the country. The Greek
statesman Tricoupis attempted, in 1891, to bring about,
by reciprocal concessions, an alliance of the three States
against the common enemy, and an amicable partition
of the Macedonian territory. His proposal found some

1 I have dealt with this distressful subject in detail elsewhere :
" The Macedonian Problem and its Factors," Edinburgh Review,
Oct., 1901 ; " The Macedonian Maze," Quarterly Review, April,
" Macedonia and the Powers," ibid. Oct., 1903.
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